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Concluding Observations

1 he murder of Bang Thiri-thu-dhamma in 1658 is held by the
Arakanese to mark the beginning of the ruin of their country. He
left a son, one of the two to whom Manrique gave presents, the
other having died in the interval. This child was proclaimed as a
matter of course, but Nat Shin Me's plans allowed for that. Circum-
stances enabled the Empress-Dowager Tzu Hsi to select children
for the throne and keep the Regency for herself. But Nat Shin
Me"s case was quite different. To overthrow the regime she had
been obliged to conspire with Kuthala. Kuthala's price was the
throne and her hand. However much it might have suited her to
become Regent, she knew that course to be out of the question.
She had no option but to make Kuthala king and marry him. In
such a situation there was no room for Thiri-thu-dhamma's son.
Within a month of his father's death he died of what was officially
diagnosed as smallpox.
The council was summoned to consider his successor. There
being no direct heir, the head of a collateral branch had to be
selected. Kuthala, as the direct descendant of Min Bin's brother,
though only by a concubine, was a possible candidate, but other
princes had better claims. The Queen adopted the expedient of
surrounding the council chamber with Kuthala's troops. The
council swallowed its scruples and registered her wish. Kuthala
was crowned and took the reign-title of Narapadigri. The manu-
scripts are emphatic that the Buddhist Order was shocked. The
Shitthaung Arch-Abbot refused his blessing.
The ruin of the kingdom followed slowly but surely. Narapa-
digri reigned only for seven years. He became suspicious of Nat
Shin Me* who, it appears, dissatisfied because her authority was
not as absolute as she had anticipated, schemed to get rid of him.
This may, indeed, have been always her intention. After a trial
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